What is Sustainable
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According to its authors, the objective of sustainable development is to integrate economic, social and
environmental policies in order to achieve reduced consumption, social equity, and the preservation
and restoration of biodiversity. Sustainablists insist that every societal decision be based on
environmental impact, focusing on three components; global land use, global education, and global
population control and reduction.

Social Equity (Social justice)

Social justice is described as the right and opportunity of all people “to benefit equally from the
resources afforded us by society and the environment.” Redistribution of wealth. Private property is a
social injustice since not everyone can build wealth from it. National sovereignty is a social injustice.
Universal health care is a social injustice. All part of Agenda 21 policy.

Economic Prosperity

Public Private Partnerships (PPP). Special dealings between government and certain, chosen
corporations which get tax breaks, grants and the government’s power of

Eminent Domain to implement sustainable policy. Government-sanctioned monopolies.

Local Sustainable Development Policies (Environmental justice)

Smart Growth, Wildlands Project, Resilient Cities, Regional Visioning Projects, STAR Sustainable
Communities, Green jobs, Green Building Codes, “Going Green,” Alternative Energy, Local Visioning,
facilitators, regional planning, historic preservation, conservation easements, development rights,
sustainable farming, comprehensive planning, growth management, consensus.

Who is behind it?

ICLEI - Local Governments for Sustainability (formally, International Council for Local Environmental
Initiatives). Communities pay ICLEI dues to provide “local” community plans, software, training, etc.
Addition groups include American Planning Council, The Renaissance Planning Group, International
City/ County Management Group, aided by US Mayors Conference, National Governors Association,
National League of Cities, National Association of County Administrators and many more private
organizations and official government agencies. Foundation and government grants drive the process.

Where did it originate?

The term Sustainable Development was first introduced to the world in the pages of a 1987 report
(Our Common Future) produced by the United Nations World Commission on Environmental and
Development, authored by Gro Harlem Brundtland, VP of the World Socialist Party. The term was first
offered as official UN policy in 1992, in a document called UN Sustainable Development Agenda 21,
issued at the UN’s Earth Summit, today referred to simply as Agenda 21.

What gives Agenda 21 Ruling Authority?

More than 178 nations adopted Agenda 21 as official policy during a signing ceremony at the Earth
Summit. US president George H.W. Bush signed the document for the US. In signing, each nation
pledged to adopt the goals of Agenda 21. In 1993, President Bill Clinton, in compliance with Agenda 21,
signed Executive Order #12852 to create the President’s Council on Sustainable Development in order
to “harmonize” US environmental policy with UN directives as outlined in Agenda 21. The EO directed
all agencies of the Federal Government to work with state and local community governments in a joint
effort to “reinvent” government using the guidelines outlined in Agenda 21. As a result, with the
assistance of groups like ICLEI, Sustainable Development is now emerging as government policy in
every town, county and state in the nation.



